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â€œMore a story of the pleasures of real dessert-making than anything yet written.â€•â€”M.F.K.

Fisher For this monumental collection, Richard Sax devoted more than a decade to searching out

and perfecting more than 350 of the worldâ€™s most beloved desserts, â€œthe ones made at home

by mothers and grandmothers rather than by professional pastry chefs.â€• Every uncomplicated

homespun classic is here: cobblers and crisps, cakes and cookies, puddings and soufflÃ©s, pies

and pastries, ice creams and saucesâ€”nineteen chapters in all. Â Saxâ€™s versions are justifiably

legendary among accomplished bakers: Traditional Two-Berry Buckle â€¢ Chocolate Cloud Cake

â€¢ Bon Tonâ€™s New Orleans Bread Pudding with Whiskey Sauce â€¢ Reubenâ€™s Legendary

Apple Pancake â€¢ Best-Ever Pumpkin Pie â€¢ Schrafftâ€™s Hot Fudge Sauce. Sidebars with every

recipeâ€”profiles of cooks, engaging recollections of favorite desserts, quotations from hundreds of

literary works, and excerpts from old recipesâ€”show how sweets are indelibly woven into the texture

of our lives.
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I received this as a gift in 1994, the year it was first published. Although I have a large cookbook

collection now, I use less than ten on a regular basis. Classic Home Desserts is a great cookbook

and is my staple for baking desserts, especially for cake recipes.I feel that healthy eating is best, but

desserts do have a special place-mostly reserved for holidays and special occasions in our

household. My policy is that if I am going to eat a dessert, I want it to be worth the calories, fat and

carbs. There is nothing worse than eating a dessert that is flavorless or just inferior quality-but you



won't have that problem with baking from THIS cookbook.After getting married and then, later, after

having children, I began a tradition to bake a birthday cake for my family members from scratch and

this cookbook is my recipe source. Each time I serve a dessert from this book I receive numerous

compliments. Several people have also suggested that I open a bakery or start a home business

baking desserts. This always surprises me as all I did was follow the directions in the recipes in this

book-nothing special was done on my part and certainly the recipes are not my original creations.

For the cakes, I am always surprised when people are shocked when they find that the cake

actually has flavor-because they have grown used to grocery store baked cakes which have almost

no flavor!Our family favorite for yellow cake is the 1-2-3-4 cake, it is very moist and flavorful and

always receives rave reviews. I also use the 1-2-3-4 cake recipe, as per the books directions, as the

cake portion of the Boston CrÃ¨me Pie. The Applesauce-Carrot Cake is the absolute best carrot

cake I've ever had in my life, and friends and relatives agree.

I bought this book because of its awards and rave reviews. I also bought it to prepare for an annual

informal pie contest held by friends. I had hoped to find a special, winning recipe. I baked five

pie/tart recipes and ended up using none for the contest as the results ranged from poor to good but

nothing was spectacular. I consider myself to be an experienced baker and I was expecting so

much more than what I got. I made the following pies: lime chiffon, buttermilk, sweet potato pecan,

caramel walnut tart, rice pie, and holiday nut tart with chocolate glaze. I also made the rich, all butter

pie crust. The lime chiffon pie was a little too tart and had a somewhat gelatinous texture. It certainly

cannot compare to a real key lime pie. Noone at my dinner enjoyed it. The sweet potato pecan pie

had bland, overly-sweet potato filling, with a sugary topping that was not at all reminiscent of real

pecan pie, as promised. Again, all tasters at that dinner party were underwhelmed. The rice pie,

promised to be one of the best recipes in the book, was fine but not anything special - it was firm

rice pudding in a shell. The only three I would make again were the nut tarts and the buttermilk pie

and, surprisingly, the buttermilk pie was my overall favorite. It tasted almost like a light, lemony

cheesecake. The holiday nut tart had a bitter edge to it - it might have helped to use a different

combination of nuts, I'm not sure. The caramel walnut tart was well liked by all and I have no

criticism of it, but can note nothing exceptional either. Lastly, the pie pastry recipe ended up feeling

greasy and the food processor method made it tougher than the pastry recipe I usually use. Not

wanting to take the same risk for the patee sucre for the tarts, I used another, known, recipe for

them.
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